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leading member of the committee upon whom
the conduct of affairs there devolved. He re-
mained at his post, being regarded as a sort
of personal embodiment of the National Gov-
ernment. On Feb. 5, 1777, he was again chos-
en a delegate to Congress from Pennsylvania.
On Feb. 20, 1780, Morris was chosen by Con-
gress superintendent of the new department of
finance. In spite of the enmity which his
course had aroused, he was generally regarded
as the only man able to deal with the extra-
ordinary financial situation. On Dec. 31,
1781, the Bank of North America, embodying
a plan which he had drawn up, was incorpor-
ated by Congress, and began business on Jan.
7, 1782. On Jan. 7, 1783, he submitted a plan
for a national mint, which Congress approved.
He was a delegate to the Annapolis conven-
tion in 1786, and a member of the convention
of 1787 which framed the Federal Constitu-
tion, siding there with the friends of a strong
central government. Washington offered him
the Secretaryship of the Treasury, but he de-
clined. In 1789 he was chosen U. S. Senator
from Pennsylvania for the term of six years.

Morris had been active in land speculation
in various parts of the country, and was in-
terested in real estate in Washington, and by
this time his affairs had become greatly in-
volved. In December, 1797, he was arrested,
and spent the time from Feb. 16,1798, to Aug.
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26, 1801, in jail. His friends did not desert
him, but his credit and standing were gone.
He died at Philadelphia on May 8,1806. Con-
sult Gould's Life of Robert Morris; Hart's
Robert Morris, the Financier of the American
Revolution.

Morris. William (1834-96), English poet,
artist, and socialist, was born in Walthamstow,
Essex. "Under tne innuenee of Rossetti he
abandoned architecture for painting, and set

up a studio with Burne-Jones. In 1862 Mor-
ris gave up easel painting for the handicrafts,
and established a firm for all sorts of house-
hold decoration. Among his partners were
Rossetti, Burne-Jones, and Madox Brown;
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but Morris was the moving spirit, and divided
his energies between designing and the study
of dyeing and other technical processes. He
continued his literary work, publishing Life
and Death of Jason (1867), and The Earthly
Paradise (3 vols., 1868-70). In 1872 he took
up his residence at the ancient manor-house
of Kelmscott, Oxford, jointly with Rossetti;
and in the year following published Love is
Enough. Three Northern Love Stones (trans.)
appeared in 1875, and in the same year he
took over the entire business of the firm. In
1881 he added the tapestry industry to his
business as a decorator. He became interested
in politics, and took a leading part in the af-
fairs of the Social Democratic Federation.
He published a translation of The Odyssey in
1887, and Poems by the Way in 1891.

His publications in prose include The Aims
of Art (1887); The Well at the World's End
(1896); The Story of the Sundering Flood
(1898). He attempted to awaken interest in
artistic printing and book making by issuing
a series of beautiful books from the Kelmscott
Press, especially his great Chaucer volume il-
lustrated by Burne-Jones (1896). Consult
Gary's William Morris: Poet, Craftsmant So-